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Mitigating Some Extra Handicaps on the Blind 
I Ordinary Bibles can be purchased in any 


E rejoice in announcing the new postal large city without extra postage expenses. But 
law below.- It provides for the free the embossed Bibles have to be obtained from 
transportation of embossed Scriptures donated, the publishing center, as they are too expensive 
and the transportation at one cent a pound and too bulky to be carried in stock elsewhere. 
for those sold at or below cost. Hence the saving of this new 
<« THE BIBLE IN law for the blind. 
MOON The law is the outcome of the 
THE YOUNG LADY initiative and persistent effort 
HOURS Ee of the American Bible Society 
PRINTED BIBLE. pe y 
COMPARE sizEs, 0 behalf of those thus handi- 
capped. Many helped, but spe- 
cial credit is due, and gladly ac- 
corded, to Senators Joseph S. 


OFFICE OF THE POSTMASTER 
GENERAL, 
Washington, July 8, 1924. 
Orver No. 761. 

Chapter 1, Title IV, Postal Laws 
and Regulations of 1924, is amended 
by the addition of the following as 
section 4951%4: 

“Sec. 49514. Volumes of the Holy 


a 


THE BIBLE 


Scriptures, or any part thereof, in IN N.Y. IN Frelinghuysen, George Whar- 
raised characters for the use of the POINT BRAILLE ton Pepper, and Thomas Ster- 
blind, whether prepared by hand or below il ling; and Representatives Alice 


printed, which do not contain ad- 
vertisements, (a) when furnished 
by an organization, institution, or 
association not conducted for pri- 
vate profit, to a blind person without 
charge, shall be transmitted in the 
United States mails free of postage; 
(b) when furnished by an organi- 
zation, institution, or association 
not conducted for private profit to 
a blind person at a price not greater 
than the cost price thereof, shall be 
transmitted in the United States 
mails at the postage rate of 1 cent 
for each pound or fraction thereof ; 
under such regulations as the Post- 
master General may prescribe.” 
(Act June 7, 1924.) 


Under the old law the post- 
age on a Braille Bible from 
New York to Washington has 
been about $3; to Chicago 
about $9; to San Francisco 
about $18. Braille is the sys- 
tem which is taught to the 
young. In the Moon system, 
which is best adapted to the cost. The eleven volumes of 
adult blind, the postage alone the smallest embossed Bible— 
on the Bible from New York to Chicago has the New York Point—must cost much more 
been about $12; to San Francisco about $24. than a single volume printed Bible; and the 

Under the new law any embossed Bible do- fifty-eight volumes of the Moon Bible do and 
nated goes free in the mails. The Braille must cost very much more. <A printed Bible 
when sold at or below cost is delivered any- with morocco binding and gold edges can be 
where in the U. S. A. for about $1.20; and the had for $1.75. The New York Point Bible 
Moon for $2.10. costs the American Bible Society fifty times 


Robertson, W. W. Griest, and 
Halvor Steenerson, who gave 
especially valuable aid in Con- 
gress; to the Third Assistant 
Postmaster General, W. Irving 
Glover, who forwarded the 
matter in the Post Office De- 
partment; and to Mr. Frank 
Battles; Mrs; Gertrudemed. 
Rider, Mr. H. R. Latimer, and 
Mrs. Holterhoff Heyn, who 
gave expert testimony before 
Congress Committees. 
Ay. 

Bulk is a very serious extra 
handicap. The picture here- 
with illustrates the size of some 
embossed Bibles. Think of the 
shelf room involved. Think of 
the extra labor in looking for 
passages. 

And bulk, of course, means 
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The American Bible Society 
is making a very real contribu- 
tion toward mitigating the ex- 
tra handicap of the cost of the 
Scriptures by supplying them 
at a special price of $1 a vol- 
ume. This averages less than 
one-fourth of the cost of these 
volumes. Every volume it 
sells costs the Society $3 to $6 
or more. Only by the contri- 
butions of those who would 
help lessen such handicaps 
can this special price be main- 
tained. 

Further, the proportion of 
embossed volumes sold _ is 


THE ALPHABET OF THE MOON SYSTEM 


The Moon system, a modified raised letter, is that to which the adult blind must 
generally resort. Their fingers have usually lost the sensitiveness which is re- 
quired for reading the Braille or Point systems. As illustrated above, the Moon let- 
ters are comparatively large and take much more space than the Braille or Point 


systems, 
cover. 


as much. The Moon Bible costs one hundred 


and forty times as much. It comes from 
England. 


Ill 


We rejoice in announcing that prospects 
are bright for the reduction in bulk and cost of 
volumes in Braille. A representative of the 
Bible Society has been sitting in conference 
with experts gathered by the American Foun- 
dation for the Blind. Investigations and ex- 
periments give promise of the introduction of 
new methods, and the standardization of ma- 
terial and production, which will produce books 
more satisfactory for handling, and reduce 
both their bulk and cost. The American Bible 
Society, in expectation of such improvements 
in printing and reduction in cost, has delayed 
publishing the Old ‘Testament in Revised 
Braille Grade 11%, the system which is being 
urged as the uniform system for America, and 
which is being taught in the state schools for 
the blind. A committee of three experts is now 
visiting Europe, where Braille printing has 
been carried further than in the United States. 
In the fall it is expected that the improved 
methods will be put into operation by two or 
three of the chief centers of printing embossed 
books. This also will provide a very material 
diminution of the extra handicap of cost and 
bulk of volumes for the blind—especially in 
the Bible. It is hoped to reduce the bulk of 
the Braille Bible almost one half. 


Hence the tremendous size of a Bible in Moon as illustrated on the 
Hitherto, effort in America has been centered on the Braille or Point 
systems and on behalf of the young blind. But investigations show that seventy- 
five per cent. of those who become blind lose their sight as adults. The urgency 
of decreasing the bulk and cost of Moon Scriptures is evident. 


small. The majority are do- 
nated, in whole or in part, at 
still greater expense to the 
Society’s funds. For, even at 
the special price of $1 a vol- 
ume, the cost of the embossed 
Bibles is almost prohibitive 
for the blind. The Braille Bible in 22 volumes 
means $22. The Moon Bible in 58 volumes is 
$58. Who can pay $58, or even $22, for a 
Bible? 

Such facts reveal the tremendous extra han- 
dicap on the blind in the cost of their books. 
They also reveal the large sums needed by the 
Society in its effort to remove this extra 
handicap of cost. 


Avs 

Tribute to whom it is due. While the blind 
are under these and other extra handicaps, over 
and beyond the tremendous handicap of blind- 
ness itself, and while those not so handicapped 
are glad to help, there is a tribute due to the 
blind themselves. Not only are they cheerful, 
appreciative, and self-helping; but they rejoice 
in helping one another. Take some prominent 
examples. The picture following, of Miss 
Helen Keller not only records her estimate of 
the Bible and her appreciation of the work of 
the American Bible Society, but also presents 
an example of the blind helping the blind. 
During the past winter she has been appearing 
in public, without remuneration, in aid of the 
American Foundation for the Blind, and with 
her scarcely less remarkable teacher, Mrs. 
Macy, has thrilled her audiences. 

Mr. H. R. Latimer, mentioned in I, has been 
a lifelong worker among the blind, was a mov- 
ing factor in the adoption of Braille as the uni- 
form system, and has just been appointed by 
the Pennsylvania Legislature chairman of a 


September, 1924 


MISS KELLER AND HER TEACHER, 


Miss Helen Keller, sitting for her picture with the Gospel 
of John in Braille, supplied by the American Bible Society, 


MRS. MACY 


said: ‘‘The Bible is the book of all books I love. I should 
have my picture taken with my Bible. I am so glad to do this 
for the Bible, and for the American Bible Society.” 
commission to prepare recommendations for 
improving conditions of the blind in Pennsyl- 
vania. Mrs. Heyn, already mentioned, a lady 
of culture and independent circumstances, 
has been conducting technical investigations 
among the blind that are guiding work among 
and for them. Mr. R. B. Irwin, who has held 
various important offices, is the chairman of 
the committee referred to in II, working 
for the improvement of Braille printing, and is 
on the committee that is visiting Europe for 
the same purpose. 


VI 


On the American Bible Society rests the re- 
sponsibility of almost a monopoly in the supply 
of the Scriptures to the blind in our country. 
This is not because it holds any copyright, or 
has crowded out competition. The expense of 
publishing and handling embossed books is so 
great that others have avoided it. The Society 
owns the only plates in existence for the pub- 
lishing of the Scriptures in Line Letter, the 
first embossed system in use in America, and 
which the Bible Society, by a donation in 1835, 


helped Dr. Howe to develop; in the New York 
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Point, the most compact system, and in the 
American Braille. It also imports from Eng- 
land and supplies the Scriptures in the English 
Braille and the Moon systems. 

The Bible Society was the first to publish 
the New Testament in what is now being urged 
as the uniform system in America—the Re- 
vised Braille Grade 14%4—and it plans to issue 
the whole Bible in Revised Braille so soon as 
improved methods of production are perfected. 

For this costly but gracious service the So- 
ciety uses only funds contributed for work 
among the blind. These funds ran so low dur- 
ing the summer that donations had to be sus- 
pended. The officers are eager to continue and 
increase its mitigation of the extra handicap on 
the blind of the excessive cost of Bibles. 

It is a gracious privilege indeed to help those 
who are under such heavy handicaps; and we 
believe that many will be glad of the informa- 
tion given and will rejoice in the opportunity 
to share in this service. 

e e@ 


A Tremendous Propaganda 

One of our Board of Managers has sent us this 
unusual clipping from the Chicago Journal of Com- 
merce, caption and all: 

HE greatest propaganda in the world to- 

day is not that against war, or of the 
League of Nations, or that of the Allies, or of 
trade or socialism, or fashion, or of any govern- 
ment on earth. It is that of the American Bible 
Society, devoted to the system of principles of 
conduct and of human life contained in the 
Old and New Testaments. That society dis- 
tributed 7,101,289 Bibles in 1923—more than 
2,901,000 for use in the United States, and 
3,245,090 to foreign lands. 

Wherever on earth printed language is read, 
the Bible now finds its way to carry hope and 
wisdom to human beings, and to point the way 
of life and happiness. In China, in Turkey, in 
Japan, the Philippines, Greece, the Argentine, 
ecuador, Bolivia, Mexico, the Caribbean, and 
all the remote places of the earth, as well as to 
the states of the Union, the Good Book goes 
with its treasures for the heart and the intellect. 

It carries its lessons to statesmen, rulers, 
princes of business, the rich and the poor, the 
independent and the dependent, the oppressed, 
the sorrowing, the free and those in prison 
alike. No book ever has been written so uni- 
versal in its service to mankind, so full of 
nobility, inspiration and interest, so all-inclusive 
in its literary character. It carries history, 
drama, poetry, essays, prophecy, maxims, 
proverbs, psalms, liturgies, anthems, discourses, 
rhapsodies, idyls, epigrams—the most compre- 
hensive volume ever printed. 


142 


Brste SocreEty RECORD 


Volume 69 


Facts and Photos from China 


N China, last year, the American Bible So- 
l ciety circulated 2,525,017 volumes of Scrip- 
tures, being over one half million more than the 
year previous. In addition, through the Brit- 
ish and Foreign Bible Society, the National 
Bible Society of Scotland, and the Scripture 
Gift Missions some five and a half million vol- 
umes were circulated. Thus China absorbed 


in 1923 over 8,000,000 Bibles, Testaments, and 
portions. 


BRIGADIER -GENERAL 
CHANG TZE-CHIANG 


Hero of the battle of Chang- 
chow, commander of the 
Seventh Brigade of Gen. 
Feng’s army, enthusiastic 
Christian, and diligent Bi- 
ble student. 

“T spend about a third 
of my day in Bible study, 
and am always finding new 
truth and new blessing,” 
he told Mr. Lacy. 


The Scriptures are available in thirty-nine 
languages and dialects of China. 


Our own workers and those of other Soci- 
eties report that many more volumes could have 
been circulated, if funds to supply them had 
been available; and this, despite the fact that 
the disturbances from the soldiery, organized 
and unorganized, throughout large areas of 
China, have seriously interfered with work. 


A CARTLOAD OF CHI- 
NESE NEW TESTA- 
MENTS ON THEIR 
WAY FROM THE SOCI- 
ETY’S PEKING BIBLE 
HOUSE TO THE TUNG- 
CHOW CAMP OF GEN. 
FENG’S ARMY. CHAP- 
LAIN CHANG HSI-SAN, 
SEATED BEHIND THE 
DRIVER 


There is a striking exception to the rule that 
the soldiery are a curse. Wherever General 
Feng Yu-Hsiang and his army have been, their 
presence has been an illustration of the bless- 
ings of Christ’s influence. 


The photographs in this article have come 
from the Rev. Carleton Lacy, Secretary of our 
work in China, who was being visited at the 
time by the Rev. A. H. Mellen, Secretary of 
our Mexico Agency. Their captions give an 
idea of the story back of them—the circulation 


of the Scriptures in one brigade of General — 


Feng’s army in the Tungchow Camp. The 
General's army is stationed in different 
“camps” ‘around Peking, which is his head- 
quarters. 


Our readers have doubtless heard, from time 
to time, of General Feng, and will remember 
that he was first attracted to the Christian faith 
in the Boxer Rebellion, when a young ordinary 
soldier, by the Christian fortitude of the mis- 


‘sionary martyr, Miss Morrill, at Paotingfu. 


After he had risen from the ranks, he became 
a baptized Christian and has carried his Chris- 
tianity with him, encouraged and conducted 
Bible Classes among his soldiers, employed 
chaplains, facilitated the work of missionaries, 
removed opium dens, forbidden gambling, 
closed up houses of ill-fame, kept his soldiers 
usefully employed to their benefit through ed- 
ucational classes, and to the general benefit by 
the building of roads and other important pub- 
lic works. His army became such a powerful 
military unit, and he such an important factor, 
that he was given more and more important 
posts, became the first Christian governor of a 
province, and at latest accounts is at Peking. 


Describing the event recorded in the pictures, 


September, 1924 


Mire Lacy wrote in part: “The preceding 
Good Friday General Chang Tze-chiang had 
preached what was termed ‘one of the greatest 
sermons our students have ever heard.’ At 
noon on that memorable Easter Monday four 
thousand men in uniforms marched past the 
tables and received from the hands of their 
colonels each a pocket Testament. Then with 
the open book held high over head they sol- 
emnly swore to read a portion every day and 
seek to bring its message into the life of an- 
other man. Most of them will keep that pledge, 
for before them is their brigade commander, 
Gen. Chang, a worthy example and inspiration 
to earnest Bible study and consecrated manly 
living.” 


The following pen picture comes from the 
sub-Agency Secretary for northern China, the 
Rev. W. S. Strong: “General Feng’s men are 


SOME OF THE FOUR 
THOUSAND SOL- 
DIERS OF GENERAL 
FENG’S SEVENTH 
BRIGADE PRO MIS- 
ING TO READ DAILY 
THE NEW TESTA- 
MENTS SUPPLIED 
BY THE AMERICAN 
BIBLE SOCIETY. 
GEN. CHANG IN THE 
FRONT CENTER 
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THE SEVENTH 
BRIGADE OF GEN- 
ERAL FENG’S CHI- 
NESE ARMY 
READY TO RE- 
CEIVETESTA- 
MENTS FROM 
THE AMERICAN 
BIBLE SOCIETY 
IN THE TUNG- 
CHOW CAMP 


busy these days. When not drilling, they are 
making roads; and one benefit we will have as 
a result of the Fengtien Chihli war scare is 
that a system of roads will soon connect Pek- 
ing with Jehol, with Lanhsien on the Peitaiho 
Line, and the extension of the Western system. 
1 had a long talk with our old friend Mr. 
Frank Yung Tao as to the needs at General 
Feng’s army camps. He very readily fell in 
with my idea, and at once bought 2,000 New 
Testaments for the Nanyuan Camp. He will 
be up here on Friday next, and we will then 
talk about needs in other camps. He is con- 
vinced that without Scriptures among the 
Christians there can be no strong church; and 
he feels therefore that this army church will 
mean a great deal both to China and to the 
Christian Church in general throughout China. 


“T had a message through one of our book- 
shops asking on behalf of a Christian gentle- 
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man in the railway administration 1f we could 
supply him with 2,000 Bibles. He wishes to 
supply Christians with some Bibles.” 


Reference above to Mr. Yung Tao and his 
purchase of 2,000 New Testaments recalls his 
former wholesale purchases of Scriptures. It 
is he who, during the past decade, after find- 
ing efforts to uplift his countrymen through 
physical, social, and intellectual channels were 
not effective, took up the study of religions. 
Thus led to the Bible, he was won by it, and, 
even before he himself became a baptized 


Notes and 


Sie prominence is given in this issue to 
the Bible Society’s service to the blind. 
The Society counts it an especial privilege to 
supply the Word of God to those so handi- 
capped and so responsive. The service is small 
as regards the number of volumes supplied. 
Yet it is costly. 
e e 

Last year only 2,886 volumes of embossed 
Scriptures were sold and donated. But this 
was the largest number in any one year in the 
Society’s history. Although the number is not 
large the average bulk of each of these volumes 
is equal to 250 of the ordinary one-cent Gos- 
pels, making the total an equivalent of 720,000 
such Gospels. The average cost of the em- 
bossed volume is equal to the cost of 450 one- 
cent Gospels. That is, the 2,886 embossed vol- 
umes cost the same as 1,300,000 one-cent Gos- 
pels. 


Tue Bible Society received from the recipi- 
ents of these nearly 3,000 embossed volumes, 
sold and donated, less than $2,000, while the 
cost price was over $13,000. The difference 
was met from special funds. 

e e 


THE largest help, $2,500, was received from 
the Society for Providing Evangelical Relig- 
ious Literature for the Blind, Philadelphia, Pa., 
of which Mr. Frank Battles is president. That 
Society has undertaken to pay also for the mak- 
ing of the plates of the Old Testament in the 
Revised Braille Grade 1%, involving some 
$2,000. To it are rendered especially grateful 
thanks on behalf of the sightless. 

° e 

Ir should be realized that at the special price 
of $1 a volume, and even when donated at less 
than this special price, the embossed Bible costs 
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Christian, bought 5,000 and 10,000 Bibles and 
Testaments at a time and distributed them to 
his friends, to officials, and to teachers. Those. 
who would like the earlier story of this remark- | 
able patriot-philanthropist of China may have 
it in pamphlet form by applying to the Bible: 
House, New York. In gratitude to the Ameri- 
can Bible Society which had published and sup-. 
plied the Bible that had brought Christian light’ 
and life to him, he chose to be baptized on 
May 7, 1916, the one-hundredth anniversary) 
of the organization of our Society. | 


Comments | 


| 
the blind very much more than a printed Bible 
costs the sighted. | 
e e | 
Heir from those who sympathize with the: 
blind and with our purpose to serve them will 
be very welcome. 
e e 
Witu thousands of others we have read 
the very interesting interview published by 
the Brooklyn Daily Eagle with our President: 
Emeritus James Wood, which was accom- 
panied with a fine portrait over the caption 
“James Wood, Octogenarian, Who Has Made 
a Study of the Bible’s Popularity.” The article 
reveals something of the varied and wide in- 
terest and activities of Mr. Wood. But it 
emphasizes especially his chief interest—the 
circulation of the Scriptures. 
e oe 


SECRETARY HAVEN received on the 14th of 
August a letter from Mr. Gerard A. Bailly, 
for many years the Society’s representative in 
Venezuela, in which there is the following 
paragraph : 

As you may remember, I returned to Venezuela 
alone last year, leaving my wife resting in California, 
unable then to return to the field, but at home with 
my youngest son who is in college. On Sunday night, 
July 27th, while in the pulpit in Caracas, the radio 
message brought the sudden and surprising word that 
my beloved wife and companion in service was “rest- 
ing” with the Lord. The shock is staggering, and 
the bereavement leaves a void that can be filled only 
by God. We are now hastening to Riverside, Calif., 
to join the grief-stricken son who anxiously awaits us. 

All Mr. Bailly’s friends will sincerely sym- 
pathize with him in this hour. 


o 

Our tribute to the Rev. John DeWitt, D.D., 
LL.D., should have appeared earlier. For the 
scholarship and rare gifts which gave him three 
successful pastorates and three increasingly 
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fruitful professorships in theological semina- 
ries, were put also at the service of the Bible 
Society for a decade and a half. From 1897 
to 1913, while he was in the faculty of Prince- 
ton Theological Seminary, he was a member of 
the Committee on Versions and was faithful 
in his attendance and helpful in his participa- 
tion. His four score years were blessed with 
large service for his fellowmen and his God. 


THe American Bible Society has recently 
sent to the Bible Society of France 5,000 
French New Testaments of a special edition 
that it prepared during the wartime for the 
use of American soldiers going to France, and 
the officer in charge of the affairs of the Bible 
Society of France, who, by the way, was one 
of the most brilliant soldiers of the celebrated 
“Blue Devils” of the French Army, writes: 

You cannot but realize how useful these New Tes- 
taments are going to be to us. Since learning of the 
shipment of 5,000 New Testaments, we have already 
sent to certain of our friends some three or four 
hundred of the New Testaments we had left. 

One incident of special interest is the sending of 
‘some New Testaments for the occasion of the dedi- 
cation of the Memorial Church at Chateau-Thierry. 

We are going to send a package for gospel work to 
a mining center at Firminy, near St. Etienne, Lyon. 
We will advise you regarding our distribution from 
time to time. 

e e 


Dr. Joun H. FIN ey, associate editor of 
the New York Times, who made one of the 
addresses on the occasion of the recognition 
of General Secretary Haven’s twenty-five years 
service, sends us the following letter from 
China, with the remark, “I suppose that you 
have thousands of letters from places as far 
afield, but it is a new experience for me.” 

Chang-sha Hunan, China. 


Greetings from this city, 8,000 miles west of you, 
and you will not know me, but I am just another 
member of that great “grace family.” Have lately 
received my Brete Sociery Recorp, and read your 
splendid address there about the Bible, and the vast 
importance of more reading of the Book, and by more 
people, and oftener. 

I agree with you, and so have put the Book at the 
head in our day school, and with our forty orphan 
boys and girls; they have 750, each, of memory verses, 
half in each Testament, which they must get by heart, 
besides many special sections. 


Larce legacies are, of course, welcome, and 
the Society has benefited by not a few of such. 
But there is a catch about a small legacy that 
gives it, special value, particularly when it 
comes from those who have not large resources, 
and yet whose interest in the circulation of the 
Bible has been so real that they have been regu- 
lar though small contributors through the years. 
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One such has just been received from the es- 
tate of Miss Jane Redman, who followed up 
her annual contributions by including in her 
will a bequest of $100 divided equally among 
ten objects, the American Bible Society being 
named as one. It is a mistake for any to think, 
as some do, that a small legacy will not count. 


THosE who have watched recent events in 
Brazil will be interested in the last message 
from Agency Secretary Dr. Tucker: 

The revolution in Sao Paulo has greatly hindered 
our work in that state. The trouble is now over in 
the city, and we are hopeful to see order restored. 
I have just received a letter from our colporteur in 
Sao Paulo, Shr. Cazzulino Giuseppe, who with his 
family was in the city during the time that the revolu- 
tion lasted. He says, “During the month of July I 
only worked a few days because of the revolution in 
the city. After twenty-three days of the greatest 
agony and painful sufferings, quiet has been estab- 
lished. From all the accidents caused by the revolu- 
tion IT and my family escaped, thanks be to God. li 
you have a good assortment of Bibles and Testaments 
in Portuguese and other languages, please send me a 
supply immediately. 


Last year one of our Vice-Presidents in 
Michigan sent us word that some one was mis- 
using the Bible in extracting money from those 
in bereavement. A family which had recently 
lost an adult member would be sent a Bible at 
an excessive price, with the statement that it 
had been ordered by the deceased. Usually the 
bill was paid. This month a newspaper clip- 
ping reports the apprehension and sentence to 
jail of a man out on the Pacific coast engaged 
in a similar reprehensible operation. He was 
said to have built up a mail order business in 
Bibles by scanning a newspaper death column 
each day, and mailing a 75-cent Bible with a 
bill for $3.75 C. O. D., to the bereaved widow. 
In pleading guilty to thus using the mails to 
defraud, he explained that he found these 
widows “were in a proper frame of mind to 
buy Bibles.”” We publish these facts to help 
warn the public. 

e e 


Ir is pleasing indeed to receive such a letter 
as the following from a donor living in Iowa. 
Both paragraphs are welcome. Reminders do 
not have such gracious acknowledgments al- 
ways, though they do bring helpful responses: 


I am glad you sent me a second letter asking for 
my help. I had fully intended to send in a small 
contribution, but in the many other things that need 
attention constantly, some of the things are neglected. 
I think you will be interested in the following little 
incident : 

About thirty-five years ago, the writer was teach- 
ing a small county school in the southeastern part of 
Kansas, when a little old man with a horse and buggy 
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drove up to the farmhouse where I was living. This 
man was from the American Bible Society, and was 
selling Bibles. If the people were too poor to buy, 
he always left a Bible anyway. Everyone was very 
poor in that vicinity, and I think he gave away more 
than he sold. One was given to the writer, which 
she used in her school work, and later in Sunday 
school work in Oklahoma, when Oklahoma was yet 
Indian Territory. The writer has lived in a good 
many states throughout the middle West, South and 
East, and the little Bible has always been moved, 
although not used very much, for a Bible with larger 
print was secured. 


Dr. James H. Hyatt, the executive secre- 
tary of the Maryland Bible Society, ever alert 
in stimulating the circulation of Scriptures in 
his territory, this summer held a colporteurs’ 
training conference. A number of the colpor- 
teurs are young men studying for the ministry. 
Inspirational addresses were given by promi- 
nent religious leaders, lay and clerical. Dr. 
Hyatt is reported also as having marked off in 
districts the city of Baltimore for a thorough 
canvass, which is under way. 


A YEAR ago we raised a question as to who 
has the oldest Life Membership certificate. An- 
swers are still coming. Here are some: 


Honesdale, Pa. 
We have a Life Membership certificate dated May 
12, 1848, issued to my mother, Margaret B. Wands, 
by gift of the Presbyterian Church, New Scotland, 
N. Y. The officers of the Bible Society at that date 
were Theodore Frelinghuysen, President; John C. 
Brigham, Corresponding Secretary; J. Hyde, Assist- 
ant Treasurer. Mrs. HoMer GREENE. 
Montclair, N. J. 
It may be of interest to the Society to learn that, 
when searching for an engraving of my maternal 
grandfather’s “country place’ in that part of the 
city now known as “Inwood,” I found, rolled with 
the picture, my father’s certificate of Life Member- 
ship in the American Bible Society, dated 1853,— 
just 70 years ago last summer. I think it was July. 
My father was Walter Carter, of New York, of 
the publishing firm of “Robert Carter and Brothers,” 
long on Spring Street, corner of Broadway. 
Mrs. F. G. Mason. 


Boston, Mass. 
In the September number of the Brste Sociery 
Recorp, the Rev. Mr. Chamberlain, Recording Secre- 
tary, asked who has the oldest Life Membership cer- 
tificate. I suppose many must precede me, but when 
I was about 16 years old (say 1852), by a gift of 
my father I was made a Life Member. I was surgeon 
in the Civil War three and one-half years, and do 
not know what became of my Life Certificate, nor 
its exact date. J am the earliest living graduate of 
Beloit College, and graduated there in 1854. My birth 

was May 2, 1836. BENJAMIN DURHAM. 


El Cajan, Calif. 

I was made a Life Member by my godfather, Dr. 
G. A. Sabine, of New York City. I was born in 
New York City July 1, 1854. I did have a Life 
Membership certificate dated 1854, signed by Hon. 
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Theodore Frelinghuysen, who was president from 
1846-1862. When we moved forty years ago after 
the death of my dear father, John Parker, the cer- 
tificate was mislaid although it was in a frame. I 
wish, if possible, I could have a duplicate. My full 
name is William Cortlandt Parker. My cousin, Cort. | 
landt Parker, formerly of Newark, N. J., before his 
death was Vice-President of the American Bible 
Society from 1871 to 1907. With best wishes to you 
all for success always in your excellent work. 
Ww. C. PARKER. 


Mr. Parker is, of course, receiving the dupli- 
cate certificate which he desires. 
e e 


: 


One of the great political parties, we do not 
say which, recently had made to it by one of 
its prominent party newspapers the suggestion 
that a plank of their party should be “All we 
like sheep have gone astray,’ showing how the 
Bible fits into even political campaigns. 


Dr. ALFREDO TAGLIALATELA, president of 
the Methodist Episcopal School in Rome, Italy, 
is the authority for the statement that, although 
the war caused the death of many Italians, it 
was the occasion for the placing of the Bible 
in the hands of the men in the trenches, and 
these later found their way into Italian homes. 
He said that Italy did not know anything about 
the life of Christ before these Bibles found 
their way into the home, but now the Bible 
is the most popular book in Italy. 


Tue Brazil Bi-Monthly of the Brazilian 
Christian Mission, under the caption ‘The Cir- 
culation of Scriptures and Tracts as an Evan- 
gelizing Agency,” has the following paragraph 
on how this may be accomplished by modern 
postal facilities : 


In these days of highly organized postal facilities, 
and the convenient form in which tracts and Scrip- 
tures are printed for postal circulation, they can go 
almost anywhere. The American Bible Society of 
New York publishes in the Portuguese language, 
which is the language of Brazil and Portugal, Gospels 
of such a convenient size that one of them can easily 
be put into the waistcoat pocket. They are beauti- 
fully printed, neatly and nicely bound in dark red 
cloth, and one might be carried about and used daily 
for five years, and at the end of this period still be 
in good condition. For less than one American dol- 
lar, one hundred of these Gospels can be sent to one 
hundred different persons, this amount covering not 
only postage but the cost of preparing them for the 
post as well. That is to say, that for two dollars, one 
hundred Gospels can be purchased and posted to one 
hundred different individuals, thus giving each of 
them an opportunity of reading the story of Jesus, 
and familiarizing them with those incidents that 
crowded his earthly life and that found their cul- 
mination in his death upon the cross. As an evan- 
gelizing force, we know of no other its equal on the 
foreign mission field. It is a more effective preacher 
than the missionary himself. 
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The Bible That Built a Chapel 


By Rey. R. R. Gregory 


BOUT eighteen years ago, an Indian met 
Pedro Santis, a colporteur of the Ameri- 

an Bible Society, on the outskirts of Comalapa, 
he largest Indian city in all of Guatemala, and 


sought a Spanish Bible. 


The Indian did not know what the Bible 
vas. He knew very little Spanish. The words 
yn the cover, ‘Santa Biblia,” had attracted his 
ittention.. Out of curiosity he bought the book 
ind paid what in our money would amount to 
bout one dollar. His name was Ventura 
Utzoy. 

He called in some friends to read to him the 
new strange book he had just secured; but no 
bne was able to explain what they read. He 
hen sought help from the priest of the town, 
and invited him to his home. When the priest 
saw the Bible, he cursed him and left hurriedly, 
hever to return. From that day the Indian 


og very little confidence in the priest. 


| For about fourteen years the Book in that 
endian’ s home was very little understood. The 
indian and his relatives had heard about the 
evangelistas” (evangelical preachers), but 
pince mission work was carried on almost en- 


VENTURA OTZOY AND WIFE 
In front of the chapel he built 


rely among the Spanish-speaking people, it 
vas very seldom an evangelical worker came 
leir way. If one passed ‘through their town, 
- was only in order to reach some Spanish- 
peaking congregation farther on. Several 
mes a Bible man had passed and gone before 
1ey heard about him. 

One day the sister, who lived in a town some 
velve miles away, heard that a Protestant 
vangelist was there, distributing tracts. Before 


she could find him, he had left; but, hurrying 
after him, she overtook him and told him the 
story of her brother who had bought a strange 
book called “Santa Biblia” many years ago, 
and asked him to go to Comalapa and explain 
the contents of the book to her brother. This 
he did later and remained with him a week. 
The first day the evangelist was there, which 
was August 20, 1919, the Indian and his own 
family and that of his brother—ten in all— 
accepted Christ as their Saviour, threw their 
images away, and the man himself, who was 
then about fifty-five years old, quit drinking. 

Feeling that his people ought to have a 
fitting place of worship, the Indian who bought 
the Bible eighteen years ago, started to build 
a chapel. The chapel has “been built little by 
little by their own labor and at their own ex- 
pense. The very best workmanship has gone 
into the building. I have not seen an Indian 
house to compare with it. The inside is most 
carefully finished. The ceiling has planed 


boards to hide the rafters, and the posts and 
cornices also show most careful workmanship. 
I felt proud to be able to:preach in such a 
chapel ; 


for, if ever a chapel was built with 


CONGREGATION, EL MOLINO DE LA SIERRA 
These grew out of the Bible sold to Ventura Otzoy 


consecrated labor and out of pure love to 
Christ, this one was. I preached in Spanish 
through a converted Cakchiquel Indian. 

After the service, I had a talk with this 
patriarchal Indian, and in broken Spanish he 
told me the story as I have here given it. He 
showed me the Bible he had purchased eighteen 
years before. He spoke to me of his great 
desire to have the gospel message translated 
into the tongue of his own people ; and also of 
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the need of a school for the children, so that 
they might learn to read the Book. 

I do not know when I have been more 
touched. I told him if he would give me the 
old book, which I knew was a great deal to 
ask of him, I would send it to the headquar- 
ters of the American Bible Society in New 
York, and with it the story of the wonderwork 
that book had accomplished. He very gladly 
gave me the Bible that has been the means of 
transforming so many lives, and which by 
right, perhaps, ought to have remained with 
them as an heirloom, to be handed down from 
generation to generation. But then he may 
have understood better than I gave him credit 
for, because his faith is not attached to a book, 
but to the Saviour to whom the book points. 
In return, 1 have sent him a fine leather-bound 
Bible. In the meantime, as one thinks of what 
that dollar Bible has done so far, who is bold 
enough to prophesy the things that may de- 
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velop from the seed sown by an humble col 
porteur ? 
This story is not an isolated case. Last year 
I spent eleven days in company with the Rey 
W. C. Townsend, of the Central Americar 
Mission, in visiting Indian congregations, anc 
several times we slept in chapels built by the 
without a cent of expense to the mission. Five 
years ago there were about three “na 
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points among the more than two hundre 

thousand Cakchiquels of Guatemala. Unde 

the leadership of Mr. Townsend, more than 
forty congregations have been organized. Mos 
of the two thousand converts know no Span- 
ish, and the burden of the missionary is to give 
them the New Testament in their own dialect. 
To this end, Mr. Townsend is dedicating his 
efforts with the aid of the Caribbean Agency. 
Already the Gospel of John has been trans- 
lated into the Cakchiquel dialect, and was re- 
cently published by the American Bible Society. 


Bibles for German-speaking Theological | 
Students 


N response to an urgent request from Dr. 

Adolf Keller, of the Bureau for Relief of 
Evangelical Churches in Europe, the American 
Bible Society recently sent funds to the well- 
known German professor Dr. Adolf Deiss- 
mann, of Berlin, for securing and distributing 
Nestle’s Greek Testament among theological 
students in Germany, Poland, Czechoslovakia, 
and Austria, who otherwise could not procure 
them. 

In a letter acknowledging the grant, Dr. 
Deissmann writes: 

You have done the evangelical cause a great service. 
Many young people who have dedicated their lives to 
God send their lifelong thanks. You have proved 
2 Thess. 3:1—“That the Word of God may have free 
course. 

Letters from the faculties of theological 
schools which benefited by the grant bear evi- 
dence of the need for this service and the grati- 
tude with which it was received. We make 
quotations from a few of these letters: 

The Dean of the Theological Faculty at Kiel 
writes: 

Our students are very poor today, and through your 
kind gift we will be able to give them some real 
assistance, and thereby lighten their burdens. May 
the receivers of these books always remember that 
Christendom, which was the originator of this Book, 
unites the hearts across the ocean. 

The Director of the schoolat Bethel by 
Biedefeld says: 


For our evangelical theological students the New 


Testament is the daily bread of God. Therefore, 
you could do us no greater service than by sending us 
a number of New Testaments through the Wurttem- 
berg Bible Society. 

The Dean of the Theological Faculty at 
Bonn writes: 

_This gift was as a sign to us of the brotherly con- 
victions which bind us together. 

The Dean of the Theological Faculty at 
George August University, Gottingen, writes: 

This kind gift will be received with the greatest 
appreciation by our students, who through the very 
trying and hard times find it almost impossible to 
secure their study books. 

The Dean of the Theological Faculty at the 
University of Breslau writes: 

It is with great joy that through such a gift we 
again realize the renewed alliance, and particularly ir 
such a gift of New Testaments, is a symbol of the 
spiritual oneness which binds both sides of the ocean 

A letter from the Dean of the Theologica! 
Faculty at Ruprect Kars University, Heidel- 
berg, emphasizes the poverty of the students 

This worthy gift will be most welcome to our stt: 
dents, who at times are not able to secure the mos’ 
urgent needs for study and living. 

Czechoslovakia expresses her appreciation it 
a message from John Hus Theological Faculty 


fin Prague: 


We greatly and heartily appreciate this generou 
gift. It will be a substantial help to our students 
who are suffering from the consequences of war per 
haps not in the same degree as in Germany, but hav 
also to undergo a great deal of suffering and privatior 


september, 1924 


BrsLE Society REcorpD 


149 


The Bible in Gravata 


By Colporteur Manuel Canuto Alves, Brazil 


T is with much pleasure that I am able to 

tell the story of the Bible in Gravata. It is 
even miles below Bizeros, and has a railway. 
| The money I had 
in my pocket was 
very limited, but 
was sufficient to 
transport me there 
some years ago. I 
lodged myself, and 
spoke with the au- 
thorities, who gave 
me absolute liberty 
to offer the Bible 
during the four 
days I intended 
staying there. After 
asking the blessing 
of the Father of 
the skies, I went 
into the street and, 
rom door to door, commenced offering books. 
it was now three o’clock in the afternoon, and 
had distributed about twenty Gospels. 
One gentleman asked me, “These books are 
jood ?” “Yes, they have the story of the Bible.” 
‘And the priest? May I show it to the priest 
qere in the church?” “Yes.” 


The gentleman took 
wo Bibles to the priest 
vho was just finishing a 
jarriage ceremony and 
vas leaving the church. 
tight away, without 
verifying or asking how 
1e obtained the books, he 
ook them from the 
ands of the man and 
ore them up, saying, 
Do not appear here in 
his church with false 

Go and return 
to their owner. 
“hey are condemned 
ooks and should not be 
fead.”” 


The man was annoyed 
y the violent manner of 
jhe priest, and returned, 
jringing me the torn 
Bibles. The eyes of the 
pectators turned to me, 
ind they listened with 
ttention while I ex- 
lained that the manner 
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to avoid heresy was by reading the Bible. 
The Bible tells us of the Saviour, and. 
gives us lessons about salvation, teach- 
ing us to be good citizens, and to respect. 
the divine and civil laws. They should not be- 
lieve that the Bible is false, first, because it 1s. 
published by a registered firm, who would not 
care to lose their good reputation by spreading 
about books of unfaithful reading; second, be- 
cause it was persecuted by the priests. On this. 
occasion I sold about twenty Gospels, and dur- 
ing the three days I remained there, I sold 
about forty-six Testaments and _ thirty-five 
Gospels. Three times I had occasion to return. 
to that town, and God opened the hearts of 
several of the people to the gospel. 

Today in that town there is a church with 
one hundred and twenty-five members, and 
there has been spread more than five hundred 
books, Bibles and Testaments. It is good to. 
see that God is making that town a center of 
evangelical forces. I have received repeated 
requests for Bibles for that town. The enemy 
of the truth continues in his faith in the wicked 
one. I received today photographs showing 
the church there, which has been menaced with 
destruction twice. It was necessary to apply 
to the police for protection for the lives and 
properties of the servants of the Lord. 


OFFICERS AND TEACHERS, SUNDAY SCHOOL, GRAVATA 
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I am sending you a group of six, who are 
always forward in the cause of Christ and his 
Word. The young lady in white is a daughter 
of the church and teacher of the parish school. 
At her left is her father, whose life has been 
precious to the gospel of the Son of God. The 
reading of the Bible has made a marvelous 
transformation in his life and character, made 
him well known to the enemies of the gospel, 
who hold him alone responsible for the gospel 
having entered into that town; so that he is 
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hated, and every means has been tried to driy 
him from the town, with the intention to finis 
with the gospel among them. On one occz 
sion I sold to that gentleman ten Bibles, thirt 
Testaments and fifty Gospels. On anothe 
occasion I sold thirty Testaments and twent 
Gospels, and on a third occasion twenty-fiy 
Testaments, fifty tracts, and more than on 
hundred books. These were distributed by th 
gentleman among his friends of the time c 
his unbelief. 


Mary Slessor’s Bible 


OST of our readers doubtless know the 
name of Mary Slessor, of Calabar, and 

will be interested in the accompanying picture 
of one of her Bibles. One of the heroines 
and pioneers of modern missions, 
she had more than one _ point 
of similarity with the great mission- 
ary pioneer William Carey. As Carey 
worked at his cobbler’s bench with 
the map of the world before him, so 
Mary Slessor, when a factory girl in 
Scotland, propped a book before her, 
and amid the whir of the wheels read 
of Africa. Later, as a missionary in 
Calabar she evinced the pioneer spirit, 
the heroic devotion, the courage 
among overwhelming difficulties and 
disappointments, the patience and in- 
trepidity that won for her a wonder- 
ful influence among a fierce, super- 
stitious, ignorant, and cruel people. 
She achieved what was “impossible,” 
only because of her faith in God and 
the strength she drew from _ his 
Word. If there are any who have 


Word. 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
Bible House, Astor Place, New York 


HE American Bible Society was insti- 
tuted in 1816 with the sole object of en- 
couraging wider circulation of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, without note or comment. 
Its program is world-wide and includes the 


“Every page is thus filled with notes that bear eloquent witness en 


‘“ ay pe es e 4,2) care and frequency with which this missionary heroine studied the Ete 
not read Mary Slessor of Calabar, Is your Bible marked in this way?” Lwin League Messeng 


they will have many a thrill by so doing. W 
print this picture through the courtesy of th 
George H. Doran Company, publishers of he 
biography, and the Walther League Messenge' 


ONE OF MARY SLESSOR’S BIBLES 


translation of the Scriptures into the langue 
and common dialects of the people; the put 
lication of the Scriptures in styles suitable an 
convenient, and at the lowest possible cosi 
the distribution of the Scriptures throughot 
the world at cost or free, as a missionary pr 
gram. 

Membership in the Society consists of thre 
classes, each with its special privileges . 

The Society is supported by the gifts of i 
members and friends and by the contributior 
of Christian Churches with which the Socie 
has official or semi-official relations. | 

Full information about the privileges « 
Membership will be sent on application. 


September, 1924 BrsLteE Society ReEcorp 151 
CASH RECEIPTS IN JULY, 1924 
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of Chicago, Ill........... .$ 277 78 Sussex Co., N. J. 95 Book Account . Spe 
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eyo tee eae 4,423 45 $898 42 Returns from Scriptures 
eck, ndrew, late of Received on Dona- IDOE! aopocusnnancens 5 00 
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Scriptures for the Blind 


Pe AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY carries the following Scriptures for 
the blind. To or for the individual blind and to lending libraries and read- 
ing rooms serving the blind, the Society supplies them at One Dollar a volume. 
They cost the Society from two to eight dollars each. Where circumstances 
justify, and the applicant presents a satisfactory recommendation, part or full 
donations are made. 


Under a postal law recently enacted, volumes given free by the Society are transported free 
in the mails; volumes supplied at or below cost by the Society are transported at one cent a pound 
in the mails anywhere in the United States. 


To institutions, societies and the trade, volumes are supplied at the net cost, which can be ascer- 
tained on application. 


The systems in use in America are named chronologically in accordance with the time in which 
they have been in use. 


A special price list, giving the contents of each volume and other details, is available on application. 


LINE LETTER: Raised Roman Letters; 16 volumes; O. T. 12, N. T. 4 volumes. Since 1843. 


Work for the blind was begun by the American Bible Society in 1835, when it made a grant of $1,000 
to Dr. S. G. Howe, the American pioneer worker for the blind, to aid his experiments. In 1843, the stereotype 
plates for the whole Bible in Line Letter were completed at an expense of $10,000. But individual books of 
the Bile had been printed earlier. The Society has issued in this system 27,008 volumes up to December 
ol l923, 


NEW YORK POINT: Raised Point System; 11 volumes; O. T. 8, N. T. 3 volumes. Since 1894. 


In 1894, the Society began printing the Scriptures in the New York Point System, plates being made at 
a cost of $1,839. This system was the invention of Mr. W. B. Wait, of New York, one of the great bene- 
factors of those who are handicapped with blindness. The whole number of volumes issued to the end of 1923 

has been 19,465. 
NEW YORK POINT, BIPAGE: Raised Point System; 11 volumes; O. T. 8, N. T. 3 volumes. 


Mr. Wait also perfected a press for embossing on both sides of the sheet, like an ink-print book, thus 
making possible a very material reduction in the bulk and the cost of the volumes containing the Bible. The 
Society through his gift has the only press for producing books in this style, called Bipage. In 1922 it issued 
a small volume of passages from the Old and New Testaments in Bipage form. From 1916 to the end of 1923, 
it has issued 3,965 volumes in this style. 


MOON SYSTEM: Raised, Modified-Letter System; 58 volumes; O. T. 43, N. T. 15 volumes. 
Since 1903. Imported. 


Since 1903, Scriptures in the Moon System have been imported from England. A total of 5,128 volumes 
has been issued by the Society in the United States, to December 31, 1923. 


AMERICAN BRAILLE: Raised Point System; 19 volumes; O. T. 14, N. T. 5 volumes. Since 1911. 


The first issues of the New Testament in this system were made in 1911 from plates made, and placed at 
the disposal of the Society, by the Missouri School for the Blind. The Old Testament was completed in 1913. 
The total of issues up to December 31, 1923, has been! 5,657. 


ENGLISH BRAILLE: Raised Point System; 39 volumes; O. T. 30, N. T. 9 volumes. Since 1916 
Imported. 


In response to some demand, Scriptures in English Braille have been imported since 1916, The total 
volumes issued in the United States to the end of 1923 has been 532. ; a 


REVISED BRAILLE, GRADE 1%: Raised Point System; N. T. 7 volumes; Psalms 2 volumes. 
Since 1919, 

The Society began in 1919 the publication of Scriptures in Revised Braille particu- 
larly to meet the needs of soldiers and sailors blinded in the world war, who were being 
taught to read in this system. It has completed the New Testament and Psalms, and a 
small volume of Scripture Passages, and issued 1,727 volumes up to December 31, 1923. 
The whole Bible will be issued so soon as certain planned improvements in material and 
printing have been perfected. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
Bible House, Astor Place, New York 


